
Chemical Hazard Classification 
 

New Federal Hazard Categories 
 

As of December 28, 2017, CalEPA has replaced the existing five(5) federal hazard categories 
available in CERS used for the completion of chemical inventories as part of the annual hazardous 
materials business submittal with twenty-four (24) new federal hazard categories adopted by the 

United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) as a result of changes to the 
Operational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) Hazard Communication Standard (HCS).  
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• Instructions on how to correct warnings signs 
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Warning Signs – Hazardous Materials Inventory 

If  your CERS submittal for Inventory has warning sign for inventory entered, your 
submittal (s) will be placed as  “Not Accepted” in CERS.  See sample below with 
Comment, log back into CERS and Start/Edit Inventory and correct.  
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Newly added inventory will show the 24 federal 
hazard categories on the left side of screen.   

From you SDS 
Check what applies under  

Section 2  Hazardous Identification   
Classification of the Substance or Mixture 
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Warning Signs – Hazardous Materials Inventory 

Above is what you may see on your screen, after you have clicked Save/Done. 
Below click Edit button (to the left) to correct the warning signs (if any). 
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Click on the  
“View/Edit Additional Fire codes” 
to verify there are no other 
obsolete codes to clear/edit. 
 
 

Click here  

Steps on pages 5 thru 9 
on how to correct warning signs   
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If any fire codes indicate  
Other Health Hazard (Obsolete),  
use the drop down to clear.  
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Below 2 warning signs that need to be corrected (example). 
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The obsolete categories 
(5) have been replaced 
with the 24 new federal 
hazard categories adopted 
by EPA (Environmental 
Protection Agency). Using 
your Safety Data Sheet 
(SDS) provided to you by 
your chemical distributor, 
locate 
        Section 2 titled 
 “ Hazards Identification” 

Classification of the 
Substance or Mixture: 

 
Check what corresponds 
according to your SDS. 
 
 Note: Please contact 
distributor for SDS if not 
provided with Hazardous 
Materials.    
 
 
   
  

Five (5) obsolete 
categories 
 
Note: You will only 
see these 5 categories 
if your inventory was 
submitted prior to 
2018. 
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 Uncheck all 

Check what 
applies here 



• Once your inventory has been corrected 
you should have no warning signs 
showing up on your inventory. 

•  If you have questions contact the Data 
Operations Unit at 323-890-4000. 
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