COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
FIRE DEPARTMENT

FIRE PREVENTION DIVISION

LUMBER YARDS AND WOODWORKING PLANTS
PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

Appendix Chapter 1, section 105 of the Los Angeles County Fire Code states that permits required
by the Fire Code shall be obtained from the fire code official. An operational permit is required for
the storage or processing of lumber exceeding 100,000 board feet (8,333 ft3) (236 m3). See
Chapter 19 for complete requirements. Additional requirements may be applicable.

Open yards. Open yards required by the California Building Code shall be maintained around
structures.

Dust control. Equipment or machinery located inside buildings which generates or emits
combustible dust shall be provided with an approved dust collection and exhaust system
installed in accordance with Chapter 13 and the California Mechanical Code.

Waste removal. Sawmills, planning mills and other woodworking plants shall be equipped with a
waste removal system that will collect and remove sawdust and shavings. Such systems shall be
installed in accordance with Chapter 13 and the California Mechanical Code.

Housekeeping. Provisions shall be made for a systematic and thorough cleaning of the entire plant
at sufficient intervals to prevent the accumulations of combustible dust and spilled combustible or
flammable liquids.

Combustible waste. The storage, accumulation and handling of combustible materials and control
of vegetation shall be in accordance with Section 304.1.

Metal scrap. Provision shall be made for separately collecting and disposing of any metal scrap so
that such scrap will not enter the wood handling or processing equipment.

Electrical equipment. Electrical wiring and equipment shall comply with the California Electrical
Code.

Static electricity. Static electricity shall be prevented from accumulating on machines and
equipment subject to static electricity buildup by permanent grounding and bonding wires or other
approved means.

Smoking. Where smoking constitutes a fire hazard, the fire code official is authorized to order the
owner or occupant to post approved “No Smoking” signs complying with Section 310. The fire code
official is authorized to designate specific locations where smoking is allowed.

Fire apparatus access roads. Fire apparatus access roads shall be provided for buildings and
facilities in accordance with Section 503.
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Access plan. Where storage pile configurations could change because of changes in product
operations and processing, the access plan shall be submitted for approval when
required by the fire code official.

Fire alarms. An approved means for transmitting alarms to the fire department shall be provided in
timber and lumber production mills and plywood and veneer mills.

Portable fire extinguishers and hose. Portable fire extinguishers or standpipes and hose supplied
from an approved water system shall be provided within 50 feet (15 240mm) of travel distance to any
machine producing shavings or sawdust. Extinguishers shall be provided in accordance with Section
906 for extra-high hazards.

Automatic sprinkler systems. Automatic sprinkler systems shall be installed in accordance with
Section 903.3.1.1.

Size of piles of wood chips and hogged materials associated with timber and lumber
production facilities. Piles shall not exceed 60 feet (18 288 mm) in height, 300 feet (91 440 mm) in
width and 500 feet (152 m) in length. Piles shall be separated from adjacent piles or other exposures
by approved fire apparatus access roads.

The storage and processing of wood chips, hogged materials, fines, compost and raw
product produced from yard waste, debris and recycling facilities. Storage sites shall be level
and on solid ground or other all-weather surface. Sites shall be thoroughly cleaned before
transferring wood products to the site. Piles shall not exceed 25 feet (7620 mm) in height, 150 feet
(45 720 mm) in width and 250 feet (76 200 mm) in length. Piles shall be separated from adjacent
piles by approved fire apparatus access roads.

Fire extinguishers. Portable fire extinguishers complying with Section 906 and with a minimum
rating of 4-A:60-B:C shall be provided on all vehicles and equipment operating on piles and at all
processing equipment.

Emergency plan. The owner or operator shall develop a plan for monitoring, controlling and
extinguishing spot fires and submit the plan to the fire code official for review and approval.

Additional
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