
I.  INTRODUCTION 
 
 

A. Purpose:  To provide a uniform method for this Department to gain access 
to equipment, appliances, buildings or property complexes.  It is not the 
intent of this regulation to require the owner or occupant to provide a limited 
access device or limited access system, unless required by Los Angeles 
County Code, Title 32, Section 902.4.  Any limited access device and/or 
system installed shall conform to this regulation.   

 
B. Scope:  A limited access device and/or system may be installed in any 

location where security devices block required Department access.  
 
C. Author:  The Deputy Chief of the Prevention Services Bureau, through the 

Assistant Fire Chief (Fire Marshal) of the Fire Prevention Division is 
responsible for the origin and maintenance of this regulation.  

 
D. Definitions:   
 

1. Limited Access Devices are commercially manufactured boxes, 
vaults, cabinets and padlocks that utilize a special security key, 
which are registered with, and provided to the Department by the 
manufacturer of the device.  

 
2. Limited Access System is a limited access device normally requiring 

the installation of a key switch which is operated by a special security 
key registered with, and provided to the Department. 

 
 

II.  RESPONSIBILITY 
 
 

A. Property owners and lessees are responsible for notifying this Department 
whenever keys, cards or other devices necessary for Department access 
are changed or omitted.  

 
B. Battalion Fire Chief – Fire Prevention Division will be the Department limited 

access system coordinator and shall be responsible for limited access key 
distribution and maintenance. 

 
C. Station Captains shall verify and approve the location of all key boxes and 

limited access devices within their jurisdiction. 
 
D. All personnel with inspection authority shall review, comply with and enforce 

this regulation. 
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III.  POLICY 
 
 

A. Department Members shall ensure that all limited access devices are in 
compliance with this regulation. Copies of this regulation will be provided to 
the public upon request. 

 
 

IV.  PROCEDURES 
 
 

A. Structural Access: In buildings where Department access is required by law 
to locked stairwells, elevators, alarm panels, sprinkler control valves, or 
other equipment and appliances, the owner or occupant shall provide the 
Department with a method to access such areas or equipment.  

 
B. Property Access: When access to or within a structure or an area is unduly 

difficult to access because of secured openings or where immediate access 
is necessary for life saving or firefighting purposes, the Department is 
authorized to require a key box to be installed in an accessible location.  
The key box shall be of an approved type (UL Listed) and shall contain keys 
to gain necessary access as required by the Department. 

 
1. When power-operated security gates are used to restrict entry to or 

within a structure an approved key activation switch shall be installed 
on the gate control box or board. 

 
C. All proposed locations for Limited Access Devices and/or Systems shall be 

approved by the Department.  
 
D. Prior to installation, such a device or system may need to be registered (i.e. 

GE Security/Supra) with the Fire Prevention Division of this Department by 
the firm that manufactures the devices and systems.  (See Appendix I.) 

 
E. Types of devices and systems:  

 
1. Boxes and Vaults - may be used for enclosure of controls or 

switches.  
 

2. Key operated switches for doors or power-operated security gates.  
 

3. UL Listed padlocks operated by special security key. 
 
F. Installation Procedure:  Contact the jurisdictional Los Angeles County Fire 

Station to have the necessary keys, cards, etc., placed in the limited access 
device.  
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